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Of CHI LDREN' Capacity 
to receive Religious Inſiruflion, and 
of the Manner bow to give. the 
ſuch. Inſlrufions e Together with 
Prayers adapred to rhe Capacities and 

Uſe of CHILDREN, &. 


T ought to be the Chief Care and Cons 
cern of Parents for their Children, To 
bring Them up in the Knowledge and 
Prattic2 of their Duty to GOD: Not 
only becauſe This is Indiſpenſably requit- 


ed of Parents by GOD, for the Neglect of which 
they will be judg'd at the Laſt Day; but alſo be- 


cauſe it is really the far Greateſt Kindneſs that 
they can do their Children, it being the Only 
way to procure GOD's Favour to their Children 
in this World, and Eternal Happineſs to Them 
in the World to come. | 281 
In order hereto it is Adviſable and Requiſite 
for Parents to begin to inſtruct their Children by 
Little and Litrle in the Knowledge of GOD, a» 
ſoon as Euer their Children begin to be Capable” 
to receive any ſuch Inſtructions. There ſeems to- 
be a general miſtake of Parents in thinking Chil-/ 
dren Not ſo ſoon Capable of any Religious In- 
ftructions, as they 1 are; which Miſtake is 
2 of 
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of very Ill Conſequence, foraf much at the Lon- 


ger it is before Childrens Minds are ſeaſon d 


with ſuch Notions of Religion as they are Ca- 


pable of, the More time there is given for their 


Natural Corruption to get Strength, and ſo for 
their Minds to become inore Averſe to receiving 


Religious Inſtructions, when given them. 


As ſoon as a Child begins to have an Appre- 
henſton of his Father, as One that Loves him in 
a peculiar manner, and will Love him More and 


More if he be Good, or Do as he ſhould; but 


will be Angry with him and Puni ſh him, if he be 
Naughty, or will Not do as he ſhould : So ſoon 
the ſaid Child begins to be Capable of receiving 
ſome Notions of GOD; namely, as of his Father 
in the Higheſt orTrueſtSenfe ; who (tho' He be in 
Heaven or Above, yet ſees and takes Notice of All 
that he does; and) as he Loves him Already, fo 
will Love him More and More, and Reward him, 


More than h's-Father which he ſees, can Reward 


him, if he do well, or as his faid Father in 
Heaven would have him; but if he do Ill, or 
does Not do as his ſaid Heavenly Father would 
have him, then his faid Heavenly Father will 
be very Angry with him, and Puniſh him much 
more ſeverely than his Father here on Earth. 
can punith him. 


In like manner as ſoon as a Child begins to 


Apprehend, What a Maſter is, What a Govern- 
our or Lord or King; ſo ſoon he begins to be 
Capable of receiving thoſe Other Notions of 
GOD, namely as the Chief Maſter, Sppream 
Couernour or Lord or King of the whole Wo. 
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1d and More the Things oft 2s: World," 16 he roach, 5 IJ | 
z- EZ comes more and more Capable of receiving ſur, 
eir table Notions of Things W ts to the Hard 8 
or to come. Thus for inſtance: As a Child becomes | 
ng more and more apprehenfive of the Pleaſures, 
Glory, and Ricbes of this World; ſo he becomes 
re- Y thereby more and more Capable of receiving 
_ fuch Religious Notions, as relate to the Plea- 
nd Furt Glory, and Riches of the other World or. 
but Heavens: Which Infinitely exceeding the Plea- 
be JF fures, Glory and Riches of this preſent World, 
on therefore ought to be Infinitely more Valued, | 
ne * and:ſought for by Him; even ſo as to part with 
er Mul things here o Farth in order to ſecure unto 
in 4 Himſelf the Enjoyment of Heaven. 3 | 
, 11 -Likewife as Joan as'2 Child becomes Anpre- 
ſo | hentive of the Pain ot Piimiſinient he is liable 
m, do in this World, and particularly of the great 
rd 7 Pain ariſing from being Burnt with Fire; ſo ſoon 
in | He becomes Capable of ſuch Religious Appre-, 
or. benſions, ast relate to the Pans. of the Damned, 
Id. | and particularly tlie Torments of Hell Ec 
i Windiiheing Infihitaly Greaten than: any Pain. 
-} o Puniſhment' in-this World, He is ta Dread 
th. above MLthings here below, and to Do or Suffer 
, | any thing here, rather than be Damned or Caſt 
to | into blelFire. hereafter... 
1 I AIIſtly, as ſoon as a Child: hath the fathgoing: - 
de Apprehenſtons, He thereby becomes Capable of ' 
N. having alſo- Reli 8 j pituraey Fog of our 1 
n Bleſſed Saviour eftes Chrift; >: 48+ One that will A 
I {ave him from Hell, and reward him with Hea+.. 2 
HA "ys if He will pleaſe nes obey him. And on 
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A i 23 | the other hand the ſaid Child becomes alſo Ca- 


able of Apprehending, what an Enemy the 
Devil is to him, inaſmuch as he ſeeks to de- 
| ww him of Heaven, and to deftroy him in 
ell. | EE 1 ; 
As Theſe are the Primary and Fundamental 
Notions of Religion, ſo I doubt not but upon 
due Trial it will he found, that Children which 
have a Right uſe of their Natural Faculties, be- 
come Capable of receiving All the forementions. 
ed Religious Notions, as ſoon as they are'Three 
or Four Years off Age. And yet how Rare is it 
to meet with any Children of 'that Age, that 
have had theſe Notions inſtill d into them? 
How void of theſe Religious Notions is the Ge- 


nerality of Children, even when they are Dout' | 


ble tlie forementionſd Age! The very Ill Con- 
ſequences of which Delay I have above obſerud. 
Having thus briefly ſhewn, how ſoon Children: 


become Capable of Religious Inſtrugion ; and 


after what manner Religious Notions: may be 
inſtilled or put by degrees into their Tender 
Minds; L now proceed to fetdown ſeveral. Fyrum 
of Prajer to bè uſed by Children acoording t 
their ſeyeral Years and Capacities. Only to- 
what has been already ſaid concerning Childrens 
Capacity to i Religious Inſtructions, let 
me add this; ha Chil 
prehenfion of GOD as his Fat ber, is thereby 

render d Capable of Apprehending his Dury to 
pray to GOD for whatever he ſtands in need of. 
| Rs ſoon therefore as a Child can ſpeak ſo well, 
as to ſay Readily himſelf what he hears Another 

ſay before him; let the Parent be Careful od 
| 4 A m e 


a Child once having an Ap - 


make the ſaid Child as: l as He is Dreſt 4 * 2 
Kneel down Reverently, and ſay after the laid "M 
Parent (till tlie Child can remember to ay E == 
Himſelf) thus Every Morning. == 
Heavenly Father, and s Me This Day and All —_— 
| wy. Life. 
V ile Every: Wir be beide Child is Un 
"oo dreſt, let him sel down Reverently, a anWay. 
_ the 22 or by Himſelf thus 


36 N 2. Father, bleſs e clit Night ond 


As he Child's Memory ien 4 let him 
increaſe his Prayers, by uſing inſtead of theatre 
. mention d ſhorteſt. Forms, theſe which folk 
next; Always Knegling Reverently whilſt He is is 
0 1 his Prayers, whether at, Weins; or ND 


f © MORNING PRAYER: 


0 God, Heavenly Father, blæſ Me wn bey 
* and g give. Me, Grace 2 ve 4s: 12 y Childs. 
the Days of my Life, thr ef br / 
Lord ond eee Anu.” BY 7 UN 371 5 * 
Bie ny Wy. Father: 4 Moths Kd. (ram- 
ing "Brothers and Siſteld, ee 46 He has) 
5 Fr Grit las ſake” Amen. 12 4 ne 


Beende PRAYER. 8815 
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Let the Child uſe One of theſe (or the like) 
ſhort Forms of Prayer, till he can ſay the Lord's 
Prayer; which let Him be taught as ſoon as poſ- 
_ by letting him learn or Commit to Memory 
he ſeveral Parts of It by Degrees; to which pur- 
— the ſeveral Petitions and Parts of the ſaid 
Lord 's Prayer are here ſet down ſeverally, and in 
ſuch manner as it is * * chem to 5e ſeve⸗ 

rally learnt. 


O U R Fathir which et n nde Ft 
lowed be thy Naum x 
Thy Kingdom come: | 

Thy will Do done in Earth, as it is in Heaven: 5 

. us this Day x Daily Bread: 

An for, ie ws, Our Treſpaſſes, as we or 
give them 2 Treſ} ar e „ To 

And legd us not into Tpmptation, but deliver 
us from . 

For thine is the K mng don, an and the Power, an 
th: Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. * 


ik 
When the Child can fy the Lord u e per- 
fectly, let him ſay it Exery Morning! and Exenizg, 
either zn/{ged. of ar with the laſt foregoiig Form, 
Always Kneeltng Revergutly. win le he. 115 AS i.. 
Then let the Child begin to Lan the Church. 
Catechiſu; and as ſoon as He can Pedealy ſay 
this: three. Eirſt Anſwers therein, then let hi 
Ule the followi; 1 g Prayers Morning, and 8 
Reverently, neee All the While. de 5 


MORNING PRAYE "oth G7 hav 
0 Cod our H:aumly. Father, I heartily thank 
thee for all the Mercies wouthſafed unto 


Me the Night paſt, but more ef pectaly that = 


WV x tu 


jo noe RE ü — . — OR AO 
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— 
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haſt called me to the State of & aluation thro Jeſus 


Chrift our Saviour. And I pray Thee to give 
ms? thy Grace, that I may continue in the ſame 


unto my Life, End. 4 

To which end give me Grace to Renounce the 
Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and Vant- 
ties of this Wicked World, and all the Sinful 
Luſfts of the Fleſh: Jo believe All the Articles 
of th Chriſtian Faith: And to keep thy Holy 
% and Commandments, and to Walk in the 


ſams this Day an all the Days of my Life: That 


fo living here as becomes a Member of Chriſt, 

and a Child of Cod; 1 may after this Life ended 

be actually made an Inheritor of the Kingdom 
Heawen. K 


1 beſeech thee alſo, O Heavenly Father, to 


_ bleſs ny Father and Mother [Brothers and Siſ- 


ters] and all Mankind, for the ſake and thro' 
the Merits of Feſus Chrift our Saviour ; in whoſe 
Words I ſum up all the Graces and Bleſſings we 
ftand in need of: Our Father which art in Hea» 


BYENING PRAYER: -:: 
Cod our Heavenly Father, I heartily thank 
Thee for all the Mercies vouchſafed unta 

Me the Day paſt; but more eſpeczally that Thow: 
haft call d Me to the State of Salvation thro” Je- 
fus Chrift our Saviour. And I pray Thee to 
give me thy Grate, that I may continue in the 
fame unte my Lifes end. 8 THY 


To which end give me Grace to Renounce 
the Devil and all his Works, the Pamps and Vu. 
ities of this Wicked World, and all the Sinful © 

Luft 
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Luſtr of the Fleſh : To believe all the Articl 
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s of 
the Chriſtian Faith: And to keep thy Holy Will 
and Commandments, and to Walk in the [ame 
All the Days of my Life. Y 

T beſeech thee alſo, O Heavenly Father, to 
preſerve Me, my Father and Mother (&c.) 
from the Ferils and Dangers of this Night; and 
to refreſh us with ſuch Reſt and Sleep, as that 
we may riſe the next Morning more Fit for thy 


Service. All which I beg for the Sake an! thro 
the Merits of Jeſus 
whoſe Words 1 fum up All ths Graces and Bleſ- 


riſt our Saviour; in 


ſings Me and All Mankind ſtand in need of : 
Our Father which art in Waven, &c. 

Some One of the foregoing Forms of Prayer 
will ſerve Children from their becoming Firſt 
Capable to fay any Prayers till they come to be 


about Twelve or Fourt en Years of Age. By 


which Time as their Natural Faculties are gene- 
rally much inlargd or improv'd, ſo likewiſe by 


the Help of a due Religious Education will their 


Apprehenſions of Religious Matters be much in- 
larg d: And therefore it is Proper and Requiſite, 
that Young- Perſons, when they come to that Age 
ſhould likewiſe inlarge theirDevotions in a ſuita- 
ble manner, To which end I purpoſe(God willing) 
to draw up ſome Forms of Prayers ſuitable for 


the Uſe of Young Perſons, from Twelve or Four- 


tzen Years of Age to On? and Twenty, or till 
they come to Manhood or the Ripeneſs of their 
Faculties. Which Prayers ſhall be Printed in 
the: like manner and fize of Volume as Theſe, 


PO us 


. ke It remains to obſerve here to Parents, un 4 


they are to take ſpecial Heed, not only that their 
Taz Children duly or N ſay every Morning 


and Night ſome One of the foregoing Forms of 
Prayers as is moſt ſuitable to their A but alfo 
1 that they ſay their Prayers Reverently, Decently 
ö Kneeling All the while, Not lolling on their El- 
: bows, much leſs Hing along in their Beds: For 
whoſoever will ſerve God Acceptably,muſt ſerve 
f him with Renerence and Godly Fear , (as 
we are taught in Hebrews 12. 28.) that is, with 
ſuch. a Fear and Reverence as is ſuitable 0 the 
Supream Majeſty of GOD. 
| On the ane. Account ; as iti is Adviſable 10 
Requiſite for Parents Not to bring their 
Children to Church, till they are become Capa- 
ble of being taught and made to behave 
themſelves there Reverently or Decently ; fo 
| when they are become Capable of ſo doi 5 
4 the Duty of Parents Not to let them | 
Home, but to bring them to Church, and to A 4 
great Care that they do behavethemſelves there 
Reverently or Detenthy; ; and to that end as.foom + 
as they to come their Seat or Place, do kneel — 
down and ſay this ſhort Prayer: 5 
O Lord Cod, give n- Grace to Kerne Thes 
Acceptably with  Reverence. Fg od) Far, 
Now and 198 5 For. 9 1 {ake. Amenn 
Ae ter which it js the Duty * to tas | 
Care. that che üldren (when they can read) "8 
| read Decently ſuch Parts of the Common Pray - 
: eer as the People are to join in till they can fy = 
them without Book, and alſo read (with the il 
Eye, notwith the n or 0 as to o be heard, and 
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_—_— "arid other Portions of 
— offi the Publick 
1 Laftly; it is the _ of Parents to teach 
7 "their " Children to fay Grace befote and after 
their Meals; and to take Care that they actual- 
ek 12 7 Grace "Themſelves, when there is 


bone | Tar Dir: for- Them among Others. 
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